"Rock of Ages’

By Roserr D. Kavis

HEN Prixce ALBegT, husband
of Queen Victoria of Eng-

land, lay on his deathbed, he’

found great comfort in repeat-
inz the first stanza of the be-
loved hymn, Rock of Ages. “If
in this hour,” he said, “I had only
> worldly honors and dldmtles
to depend upon, I should be in-
de=c poor.

Few hymns have won such
universal acclaim. WWritten by a
young minister, Augustus Mon-
tarme Toplady (1740-1778), it
has been translated into manv
languages for use on the nission
fields. A Latin version was writ-
tenr by the great Prime Minister
of ng,lcmd W. E. Gladstone. In
Censtantinople an English cler-
gyian inquired which hymm it

-as that had brought tears to
so many eyes. The local pastor
revezled that it was an Arme-
nizn translation of Rock of Ages.

Every line of the hymn draws
its inspiration from some scrip-
ture. The title, Rock of Ages,
is the marginal rendering of the
last part of Isaiah 26:4: “The
Lerd Jehovah is the rock of
ages.” Really the hyvmn reflects
the tr aining by his “devout mo-
ther who hterally saturated him
with biblical truths. Widowed
when her husband, Majpr Rich-
ard Toplady, was killed in the
battle of Carthagena, she trained
her son well. His formal educa-
tior. was obtained in Westmins-
tei School and Trinity College
of Duplin. When onlv mnetcen
he published a volume of rcli-
gice & poems.

It was on a return visit in Tre-
Ll that Toplady was thorough-
Iv converted. Ile rvecorded the

experience in his diary as fol-
lows: “That sweet text, ‘Ye who
sometime were afar off are made
nigh bv the blood of Christ;
was partlcul'ulv delightful and
refreshing to my soul It was
from that passage that Mr. Mor-
ris preached on the memorable
evening of my effective call by
the grace of God. Under the
ministry of that dear messenger,
under that sermon, I was, I tmst,
brought nigh by the blood of
Christ, in August, 1736.
“Strange that I, who had been
so long under the means of grace
in England, should be brought
nigh to God in an obscure palt
of Ireland amidst a handful of
God’s people met together in a
barn, and under the ministry of
one who could hardly spell his
name. The excellency of such
power must be of God and can-

The Cleft Rock at Burrington Combe
which inspired "Rock of Ages”

uot be of men.”

One day the author was
caught in a sudden storm while
walking some distance from his
home. He took refuge in the
cleft of a huge rock formation
which stood conv enientlv near.
While waiting for the storm to
abate, he wrote the words of the
fivst stanza on a playing card
which he found lving there. This

card is still in existence.

The complete hymn was pub-
lished in the Cosp?l Maguzine
(March, 1776) while Toplad\
himself was the editor. It ap-
peared at the close of a unique
article regarding the national
debt of England which showed
how impossible it was for the
great debt ever to be paid. There
followed a mathematical calcu-
lation of an individual's sins.
This debt, also, it was shown,
could not possibly be liquidated
bv kuman means. Christ alone,
bv His death had merit enough

to pay it all, and that for all hu- -

manity. Here followed the origi-
nal four stanzas of the hvmn un-
der the strange title: A Living
and Dying Prayer for the Holiest
Believer in the World.

The tune known as Toplady,
to which Rock of Ages is almost
alwavs sung, was written more
than’ fifty years after the hymn
bv Dr. Thomas Hastings in 1830
and was composed especnll} for
the hynmmn. The music follows
thc words beautifully, accenting
just the right oncs. Tune and
hvmn were quickly joined to-
gether never to be put asunder.
The composer is also remem-
bered as the publisher of the first
hyvmanal which had the words
and music of hymms printed on
the same page. But above all,
Dr. Thomas Hastings (1784-
1872) will be remembered for
Topledy, the best of his many
hvmn tunes.



